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To  the  l’R0\’0ST,  MAGISTRATES  AND  TOWN  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  ROYAL  BURGH  OF  KIRKCALDY 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Burgh  for  the  year  1949  set  out  in  accordance  with  the 
directions  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  latter  invites  a brief  com- 
inentary  on  the  general  working  of  the  National  Health  Service  and 
this  is  incorporated  in  the  foreword  to  the  Report. 

Satisfactory  housing  and  adequate  nutrition  are  the  most 
important  factors  in  producing  good  health  statistics,  and  local 
authorities  can  do  relatively  little  to  influence  these  under  present 
conditions.  The  vital  statistics  confirm  certain  adverse  trends  which 
have  been  referred  to  in  previous  Reports.  Briefly  it  may  be  said 
that  the  Burgh,  in  common  with  most  areas  in  Scotland,  is  not 
recovering  from  the  effects  of  the  last  war  as  it  did  after  the  1914-18 
war.  If  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  is  accepted  as  an  index  of  this 
then  Scotland  appears  to  be  worse  off  than  any  other  country  in 
Western  Europe,  excepting  Greece. 

The  year  has  seen  the  rapid  development  of  such  domiciliary 
services  as  home  nursing  and  domestic  helps.  It  also  saw  the  opening 
of  St.  Olaf  Children’s  Home. 

1 am  grateful  for  the  co-operation  of  my  fellow  officials,  for  the 
work  of  my  own  staff,  and,  not  least,  for  the  consideration  and 
encouragement  afforded  me  by  the  Members  of  the  Town  Council. 

1 am, 

"^’orir  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  W.  HAY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Year  1948  Year  1949 


48,671  Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1949  49,000 

980  Births,  corrected  887 

20.1  Birth-rate  per  1,000  population  18.1 

4.1  Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  1000  live  births 3.7 

480  Marriages  464 

9.9  Marriage  rate  ..  9.5 

573  Deaths,  corrected  592 

11.8  Death  rate  per  1,000  population  12.1 

33  Infant  deaths  47 

34  Infantile  Mortality  rate  53 

3 Maternal  deaths  1 

3.0  Maternal  death-rate  1.1 

0.49  All  Tuberculosis  death-rate  ..  0.63 

0.41  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate  0.57 

0.04  Principal  epidemic  diseases  death-rate  0.06 

4,344  Area  of  Burgh  4,344 

13,805  Census  of  occupied  houses  13,805 

;^377,493  10/-  Rateable  value  of  Burgh  £311,493  10/- 


Rate  per  1,000  of 

Civil 

Estimated  population. 

Births 

Legitimate  .. .. 

887 

18.1 

Illegitimate 

33 

3.7 

Marriages 

464 

9.5 

Deaths 

Infantile  mortality  rate  (under  1 yr) 

*47 

*53 

Neo-natal  death  rate  (0 — 4 weeks) 

*33 

*37 

(4 — 52  weeks) 

*14 

*16 

Stillbirths 

24 

26 

Maternal  Deaths  

1 

1.0 

• Included  in  total  deaths 
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FOREWORD 

The  main  vital  statistics  are  shown  on  the  opposite  page  where 
it  will  be  seen  that  in  almost  all  respects  they  are  not  so  favourable 
as  those  recorded  for  1948.  What  is  perhaps  of  more  significance  is 
that  they  show  a tendency  to  worsen  instead  of  improving  as  one 
might  expect  from  study  of  the  graphs  of  the  Burgh’s  statistics  since 
1904.  The  1914-18  War  interrupted  the  steady  curves  for  only  two 
years  after  cessation  of  hostilities.  While  the  temporary  increase  in 
births  has  flattened  out,  as  was  expected,  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
is  rising,  the  general  death  rate  is  rising  at  the  expense  of  the  old 
people,  and  the  tuberculosis  rates  continue  to  go  up.  These  changes 
are  out  of  character  and  are  disturbing.  The  housing  figures  are  given 
by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (page  27)  and  confirm  the  relative 
failure  of  the  re-housing  programme.  Bad  housing  directly  affects 
the  tuberculosis  position,  the  care  of  the  aged,  and  also  the  health  of 
the  young.  Nutrition  has  become  a controversial  subject,  but  I 
personally  believe  that  the  present  dietary  cannot  maintain  both  heat 
and  resistance  to  disease  in  a badly  housed  northern  community. 

The  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act  came  into  operation 
in  July,  1948,  and  one  cannot  assess  the  results  which  are  likely  to 
accrue  in  the  light  of  only  eighteen  months’  experience.  The  arbitrary 
division  of  a personal  health  service  into  three  separately  controlled 
branches  is  likely  to  prove  more  costly  and  less  efficient  than  full  State 
medicine.  How  to  co-ordinate  the  three  services  was  beyond  the 
powers  of  the  legislators,  and  local  ingenuity  has  likewise  failed.  The 
suggested  machinery — that  of  a County  co-ordinating  committee — 
was  set  up  in  Fife,  but  has  not  functioned.  The  Local  Authority 
cannot  view  with  equanimity  the  disintegration  of  what  was  formerly 
a closely  co-ordinated  service  nor,  judged  by  waiting  lists  and  the 
complaints  received  by  the  Health  Department,  is  the  new  service  as 
adequate  as  that  previously  provided  by  the  Town  Council. 

So  much  for  the  curative  aspect,  but  the  Local  Authority  is  more 
concerned  with  preventive  medicine,  and  the  Act  lays  little  or  no 
emphasis  on  this.  Perhaps  it  was  considered  that  preventive  medicine 
had  already  achieved  its  object  in  banishing  the  major  epidemics  and 
in  lowering  the  infantile  mortality  rates  to  record  figures.  The  recent 
.smallpox  outbreak  has  served  as  a timely  reminder  that  this  is  not  so 
and  that  experienced  epidemiologists  are  still  required.  There  is, 
incidentally,  an  extraordinary  disinclination  to  regard  tuberculosis 
as  an  infectious  disease,  as  it  is,  amenable  to  the  same  principles  of 
control  and  prevention  as  other  infections.  This  attitude,  despite  the 
clear  evidence  of  the  last  fifty  years  and  the  experience  of  other 
countries,  is  likely  to  prove  disastrous  for  Scotland  where  tuberculosis 
is  getting  beyond  control.  The  position  is  far  too  serious  to  permit  of 
tentative  measures  by  those  who  have  little  experience  of  the  problem. 
There  is  little  risk  (or  possible  use)  in  repeating  what  I have  said  about 
tuberculosis  in  previous  reports.  Some  of  these  recommendations, 
such  as  an  increased  allocation  of  houses,  supplementary  diet,  and  the 
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X-raying  of  teachers,  may  require  general  legislation,  but  such  measures 
as  the  restoration  of  the  Victoria  Hospital  as  an  infectious  diseases 
hospital  so  that  it  can  segregate  highly  infectious  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
and  the  less  restricted  use  of  B.C.G.  to  protect  susceptible  children, 
are  capable  of  local  application  by  those  with  sufficient  courage.  I am 
confident  that  these  measures  will  require  to  be  applied  ultimately 
and  that  valuable  time  and  lives  are  being  wasted  meantime. 

The  Local  Authority  provides  accommodation  at  Abden  Home 
under  Parts  I to  HI  of  the  National  Assistance  Act.  Considerable 
improvements  in  Abden  Home  have  been  approved,  and  alternative 
accommodation  will  be  provided  when  suitable  houses  become  available. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  Northern  Hospital,  Dunfermline,  would  receive 
“ hospital  ” cases  in  return  for  the  reception  in  Abden  Home  of  the 
more  fit  persons,  but  this  arrangement  has  not  been  fully  implemented. 
The  waiting  list  of  elderly  people  who  require  hospital  attention  is 
increasing  despite  the  efforts  of  an  augmented  domestic  help  and 
nursing  service.  The  plight  of  the  single  bedridden  patient  at  night  is 
particularly  disturbing  and  constitutes  a major  hospital  problem. 

The  general  exodus  of  local  authority  medical  and  dental  officers 
to  other  branches  where  they  can  command  over  twice  their  previous 
salaries  has  not  affected  the  Burgh  during  the  year,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  alignment  of  salaries  will  be  effected  in  time.  In  a relatively 
small  authority  such  as  Kirkcaldy  the  loss  of  one  dentist  may  mean 
that  school  children  will  be  seen  only  once  in  two  years  and  such 
leeway  can  never  be  remedied  as  far  as  the  individual  child  is  con- 
cerned. 

The  provision  of  a Children's  Home,  capable  of  receiving  fourteen 
children,  has  solved  the  problem  of  where  to  place  children  in  safety 
until  more  permanent  arrangements  could  be  made  for  their  care  or 
protection.  There  has  been  the  closest  co-operation  between  the 
agencies  interested  in  the  welfare  of  children. 

In  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  the  deaf  and  the  dumb,  the 
Town  Council  has  entered  into  agency  agreements  with  the  voluntary 
associations  which  previously  carried  out  the  work.  The  schemes  in 
relation  to  the  blind  are  relatively  complete,  but  there  is  scope  for 
development  on  similar  lines  as  far  as  the  deaf  and  dumb  are  con- 
cerned. 

The  Town  Council  has  also  submitted  draft  proposals  for  research 
under  Section  29  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947. 
It  is  believed  that  these  are  the  first  to  be  submitted  by  any  authority 
and  it  may  be  some  time  before  the  Secretary  of  State  is  in  a position 
to  deal  with  them. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
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Infant  Mortality  Statistics 


Under  1 week 

1 to  2 weeks 

2 to  3 weeks 

3 to  4 weeks  

4 weeks  to  3 months  

3 to  6 months 

6 to  9 months  

9 to  12  months 

Number  of 
Deaths 

26  (16m.  lOf.) 

5 (4m.  If.) 

2 (2m.  ) 

- ( ) 

3 (Im.  2f.) 

4 (3m.  If.) 

5 (4m.  If.) 

2 (2m.  ) 

Death-rate 
per  1,000  Live  Births 

29.3 

5.64 

2.26 

3.40 

4.50 

5.64 

2.26 

Total 

47  (32m.  15f.) 

53.0 

Certified  Cause  of  Death 

Cardiac  Failure 

1 

1.12 

Prematurity  and  Debility 

US 

17.0 

Convulsions 

1 

1.12 

Pneumonia 

4 

4.50 

Gastro  Enteritis  . . 

« 

9.0 

Spina  Bifida  

1 

1.12 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

4 

4.50 

Asphyxia 

2 

2.26 

Meningitis  (B.  Coli  : Septic) 

2 

2.26 

Tuberculosis  

1 

1.12 

Atelectasis 

2 

2.26 

Anencephaly  

1 

1.12 

Exomphalos 

1 

1.12 

♦Other  Causes 

4 

4.50 

Total 

47 

53.0 

*Other  Causes  include  Congenital  Atresia  of  Oesophagus  (1)  : Patent  Foramen 


Ovale  (1)  ; Adreno  Genital  Syndrome  (1)  : Pontine  Haemorrhage  (1). 


Maternal  Deaths 


Total 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

Place  of  Death 

1 

31 

.\ir  Emboli.sm  following  artificial  separation 
of  foetal  membranes. 

Domiciliary 

(In  addition  to  above,  two  maternal 
deaths  of  women  resident  in  the  County 
occurred  in  the  Burgh  during  the  year). 
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Causes  of  Death 


Male 

1 

1 

Female 

j Total 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

12 

8 

20 

Cancer,  Malignant  Tumours 

37 

42 

79 

Causes,  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

2 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

41 

43 

84 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Mai- 

2 

— 

2 

formations,  etc. 

19 

11 

30 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

4 

5 

Diarrhoea 

6 

4 

10 

Diseases  of  Skin  and  Organs  of  Movement. 

3 

3 

Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer  

1 

1 

2 

Heart  Disease 

96 

113 

209 

Influenza  

1 

2 

3 

Meningitis,  Diseases  of  Spinal  Cord 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis,  Acute  or  Chronic  

7 

3 

10 

Old  Age  

8 

13 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

12 

3 

15 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Genito-Urinary  System 

4 

1 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3 

Other  General  Diseases 

3 

5 

8 

Other  Infections  or  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

5 

4 

9 

Other  Violence 

13 

5 

18 

Pneumonia 

6 

1 

7 

Road  Transport  .\ccidents 

3 

— 

3 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilis 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

11 

17 

28 

Tumours  Non-Malignant  or  not  Defined 

1 

1 i 

1 

1 

298 

[ 

294 

1 

592 

Of  the  592  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year  1949,  360  were 
of  persons  over  65  j^’ears  of  age,  43  being  over  85  years  of  age. 


The  greatest  cause  of  death  is  the  cardio-vascular  degenerations 
■>f  old  age,  but  next  in  importance  are  cerebral  haemorrhage  and  cancer. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT.  1947 

A.  Local  Hkai.th  Authority  Functions. 


1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Section  22) 

(rt)  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics*  (whether  provided 
at  child  welfare  centres  or  at  other  premises). 

Ante-natal  Post-natal 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 

})rovided  by  local  health  authority  1 1 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 

provided  by  voluntary  bodies  — — 

(iii)  Total  number  of  women  who 
attended  at  the  clinics  during  the 

year  535  118 


(/j)  Child  Welfare  Clinics* 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  local  health  authority 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  voluntary  bodies 

(iii)  Total  number  of  children  under  5 
years  of  age  who  first  attended  at 
the  clinics  during  the  year  and 
who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance,  were  : 

(a)  under  1 year  of  age 
(i)  over  1 year  of  age 

(iv)  Total  number  of  attendances 
during  the  year  made  at  the  clinics 
by  children  who,  at  the  end  of  tlie 
year,  were  : 

(a)  under  1 year  of  age 
(?;)  over  1 year  of  age 

*“  Clinics  ” means  clinic  premises. 
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4.59 

139 


5,281 

1,825 


The  conditions  recorded  were  : 

Anaemia 

Mastitis 

Dermatitis 

Teeth 

Eyes 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Other  ailments  . 
Orthopaedic 
Chest 

Digestive  Disorders 
Diseases  of  the  Skin 
Nutrition 


Mothers  Infants  Toddlers 

1 — — 

1 — — 

— 5 5 

— 2 6 

— 8 12 

— 29  19 

— — 3 

— 3 3 

— 29  4 

— 16  2 

<}  
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(c)  Dental  Care 

Dental  care  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  pre-school 
children  and  school  children  is  provided  at  Loughborough  Road  Clinic 
and  also  to  some  extent  at  Glebe  Park  Clinic.  Loughborough  Road 
serves  as  the  chief  ante-natal  clinic  for  the  area,  and  cases  are  referred 
by  the  Obstetrician  in  respect  of  both  domiciliary  and  hospital  cases. 
The  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  Officer  likewise  refers  cases  to 
the  Burgh’s  dentists.  It  will  be  noted  that  no  nursing  mother  was 
referred  for  dental  care,  this  having  been  given  in  the  ante-natal  period. 


(i)  Number  inspected  by  dental 
officers 

Expectant 

Mothers 

32 

Nursing 

Mothers 

Pre-school 

Children 

53 

(ii)  Number  found  to  require 
treatment 

32 

53 

(iii)  Number  accepting  treat- 
ment 

24 

53 

(iv)  Number  actually  treated  by 
dental  officers 

24 

53 

{d)  Mother  and  Baby  Homes 

No  provision  is  made  in  the  Burgh  for  this  type  of  Home. 

{e)  D.ay  Nurseries 

The  Burgh’s  war-time  nursery  at  Hayfield  was  relinquished  in 
favour  of  the  Education  Authority  who  are  now  conducting  a nursery 
school  in  the  premises.  A site  on  the  Smeaton  Housing  Scheme  has 
been  reserved  for  a Creche  but  building  restrictions  have  not  permitted 
its  erection. 

(/)  Residential  Nurseries  and  Children’s  Homes  provided 

.\S  PART  OF  THE  AUTHORITY’S  ARRANGEMENTS  UNDER 

Section  22  of  the  N.ational  Health  Service  (Scotland) 

Act,  1947. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  has,  as  yet,  made  no  arrangements 
for  the  above.  The  house  earmarked  for  the  children’s  home  under 
the  Children  Act,  1948,  has  been  converted  and  equipped,  and  the 
opening  ceremony  was  performed  by  an  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland  on  2nd  December,  1949.  Eight  children,  of  ages  varying 
from  4 weeks  to  4 years,  who  were  in  need  of  care  and  protection,  were 
admitted  from  the  date  of  opening  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

2.  Midwifery  (Section  23) 

The  personnel  of  the  midwifery  staff  is  shown  on  page  3.  The 
Burgh’s  Obstetrician  is  now  an  Officer  of  the  Hospital  Board  but 
continues  to  act  as  Consultant  and  to  superintend  the  ante  and  post 
natal  clinics  in  the  Burgh.  General  medical  practitioners  were  engaged 
for  most  of  the  domiciliary  confinements,  but  there  is  evidence  that  the 
new  Act  does  not  provide  the  same  degree  of  co-ordination  as  obtained 
under  the  Maternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937. 
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{a)  Total  number  of  births  (including  still-births), 
occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year — that  is,  before 
correction  for  mother’s  residence  1,175 

[b)  Number  of  births  in  {a)  classified  to  show  type  of  case 
and  whether  doctor  present  at  confinement  : — 

(i)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23(2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947  : — 

{a)  doctor  engaged  and  present  at  confinement  90 

[b)  doctor  engaged  but  not  present  at  confine- 

ment 267 

(c)  midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  — 

(ii)  Other  domiciliary  cases  : — 

{a)  doctor  engaged  6 

{b)  midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  9 

(c)  conducted  by  outdoor  staff  of  institution  — 

{d)  without  doctor  or  midwife  — 

(hi)  Cases  attended  at  institutions  (including  private 
inaternity  and  nursing  homes)  in  the  area  of  the 
local  health  authority  803 

Of  the  1,155  confinements  which  took  place  in  the  Burgh  the 


distribution  was  as  follows  : — 

[а]  Conducted  in  patient’s  own  home  : 

(i)  Under  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act, 

1947  357 

(ii)  Not  conducted  under  National  Health  Service 

(Scotland)  Act,  1947  12 

(б)  Conducted  in  Forth  Park  Maternity  Hospital : 

(i)  Burgh  patients  . 524 

(ii)  County  patients  262 


Twenty-two  midwives  (including  the  staff  of  Forth  Park  Maternity 
Hospital)  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in  the  Burgh  during  1949. 

Five  applications  were  received  from  necessitous  expectant 
mothers,  and  baby  clothing  to  the  value  of  £15  2s.  6d.  was  granted. 
No  recoveries  were  made. 


Notification  of  Births  Act 


Live- 

Illegiti- 

Still- 

births 

mate 

births 

Total 

No.  of  births  registered  in  the  Burgh 

1,084 

39 

46 

1,169 

No.  of  births  transferred  in  

31 

4 

2 

37 

1,115 

43 

48 

1,206 

No.  of  births  transferred  out 

261 

10 

24 

295 

Total  Burgh  births  registered 

854 

33 

24 

911 

No.  of  births 

No.  conducted 

notified  in  Burgh 

Contribution 

in  Forth  Park 

Males  Females 

Total 

Burgh 

County 

Burgh  County 

589  586 

1,175 

906 

269 

534 

269 
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3.  Health  Visiting  (Section  24) 

The  health  visiting  staff  is  being  expanded  to  cope  with  increasing 
duties.  Each  health  visitor  is  responsible  for  her  own  area  for  all 
services,  which  include  maternity  and  child  welfare,  school  nursing, 
environmental  reports  in  relation  to  domestic  helps,  housing,  etc. 
The  Burgh  did  not  favour  the  proposal  to  appoint  tuberculosis  nurses, 
prefering  to  continue  its  former  system  whereby  the  nurse  visiting  the 
house  included  tuberculosis  in  her  interests. 


No.  visited  for 
first  time,  ex- 
cluding cases 
visited  during, 
previous  year 
and  cases 
known  to  have 
previously  been 
visited  in  T otal 
another  area  Visits 


(a)  Local  Health  Authority  Services 


ib) 


(i)  Expectant  mothers 

(ii)  Infants  

(iii)  Children  (1-5  years) 

(iv)  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

(v)  Other  cases : 

Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation) 

Act,  1939  

Children  and  Young  Persons  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1937  

Infectious  Diseases 
Immunisation 
Domestic  Help  Scheme 
School  Health  Service  : 

FoUow  up  work 
Other  Services  : 

at  request  of  general 


180 

993 

61 

83 


294 

77 

26 


366 

10,010 

12,448 

403 


21 

1 

300 

77 

26 


(See  School  Report) 


(i) 

(ii) 


Cases  visited 
practitioner 
Cases  visited 
organisation 


at  request  of  hospital 


14 


14 


14 


14 


Of  the  251  infants  visited  at  the  age  of  six  months,  99  were  breast 
fed,  101  were  artificially  fed,  and  51  were  fed  by  both  methods. 


4.  Home  Nursing  (Section  25) 

The  Burgh’s  home  nursing  service  is  expanding.  The  ultimate 
form  of  such  a service  in  a burgh  may  differ  from  that  formerly  provided 
by  District  Nursing  Associations.  It  is  believed  that  the  staff  will 
ultimately  be  resident  in  various  parts  of  the  Burgh  and  that  mid- 
wifery and  general  nursing  will  be  separated.  There  are  obvious 
disadvantages  in  the  practice  of  attending  to  general  cases  prior  to 
conducting  a confinement. 

(i)  Number  of  cases  attended  by  home  nurses  under 
arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  696 

(ii)  Number  of  visits  paid  by  nurses  to  the  above  16,879 
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5.  Domestic  Help  (Section  28) 

For  the  first  time  since  the  scheme  for  domestic  help  was  formu- 
lated just  prior  to  the  war  was  it  possible  to  obtain  suitable  women, 
and  a start  was  made  to  provide  a service  for  which  there  has  been  an 
increasing  demand.  The  statistics  as  shown  underneath  relate, 
tlierefore,  to  the  start  of  the  scheme  which,  at  the  time  of  writing, 
employs  about  fifty  domestic  helps  : 

(i)  Number  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  end  of  year : 

{a)  Wdiole-time  1 

\b)  Part-time  ..  19 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  for  which  domestic  helps 
were  provided  during  the  year  : 


{a) 

Temporary  incapacity 

30 

ib) 

Confinement  and  post-confinement  

16 

(c) 

Chronic  sick  (monetary  grant  up  to  a 
maximum  of  7s.  per  week  made  to  the 
recipient  by  the  National  Assistance 

Board) 

21 

id) 

Chronic  sick  (no  monetary  grant  made 
to  recipient  by  National  Assistance 

Board)  

26 

(iii)  Average  period  of  assistance  134  hours. 

6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  (Section  26) 

Both  for  vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  the  practitioners  were  asked  to  continue  to  send  completed 
records  to  the  Health  Department,  for  which  payment  would  be  made 
in  due  course.  The  delay  in  agreeing  what  payment  should  be  made 
did  not  help  matters,  but  more  immunisations  were  performed  by 
practitioners  than  formerly.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Act 
encouraged  the  use  of  practitioners  in  the  first  instance,  but,  un- 
fortunately, this  has  meant  to  some  extent  that  the  Burgh’s  own 
Medical  Officers  who  formerly  carried  out  most  of  the  immunisation 
liave  had  to  hold  their  hands  until  the  practitioners  had  done  their 
part.  The  net  result  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  immunisa- 
tions performed  and  a feeling  expressed  by  some  practitioners  that 
they  were  being  rather  pushed  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work.  Despite 
the  principles  involved  I still  think  that  active  immunisation  against 
disease,  being  a function  of  the  Local  Authority,  should  be  carried  out 
in  a way  which  the  Local  Authority  itself  thinks  will  produce  the  best 
results. 

Some  immunisation  against  whooping  cough  was  carried  out,  but 
as  was  expected,  the  results  were  inconclusive. 

The  question  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  has  been 
referred  to  briefly  in  the  foreword.  Administrative  provisions  of  the 
Act  again  do  not  favour  active  measures  by  the  authority  most  con- 
cerned. It  is  a duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  provide  such  immunisa- 
tion, but  discretion  as  to  who  should  receive  it  is  entirely  a matter  for 
the  Ho.spital  Board.  Furthermore,  the  latter  Authority  is  unable  to 
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segregate  infective  adults  while  their  children  are  being  immunised, 
and  it  is  suggested  that  local  authorities  should  provide  reception 
houses  for  the  children  as  an  alternative. 

The  following  statistics  show  the  work  done  during  the  year  : 
(1)  V.\CCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

Number  of  vaccinations  by  general 


practitioners 

243 

Number  of  vaccinations  by 
Child  Welfare  Officer 

87 

Immunisation  .^gainst  Diphtheria 

First 

Doses 

Maintenance 

No.  of  inoculations  by  general 
practitioners  

263 

13 

No.  of  inoculations  by  Child 
Welfare  Officer 

816 

493 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Year  of 
Birth 
of 

Persons 

No.  of  New 
Immunisations 
completed 
during  period 

No.  of  maintenance 
inoculations 
given  during 
period 

Confirmed  cases  of 
Diphtheria  during  period 

Immunised 

N on-immunised 

1949 

48 







1948 

631 

— 

— 

— 

1947 

160 

— 

_ 

— 

1946 

39 

1 

— 

— 

1945 

18 

2 

— 

— 

1944 

37 

118 

— 

— 

1943 

82 

238 

— 

— 

1942 

9 

27 

— 



1941 

9 

27 

— 

— 

1940 

11 

27 

— 

— 

1939 

32 

65 

— 



1938 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1937 

— 

. 



1936 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1935 

1 

Totals 

1,079 

506 

Nil 

Nil 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Burgh  during  the  year. 


(3)  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination 

Number  of  first  visits  only  229 

Number  of  return  visits  608 


7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  (Section  27) 
Reference  has  just  been  made  to  the  provision  of  B.C.G.  Vaccina- 
tion and  it  would  be  sufficient  to  say  here  that  the  anti-tuberculosis 
activities  of  the  Local  Authority  are  only  part  of  what  was  formerly 
a co-ordinated  service.  Until  such  time  as  those  concerned  with  the 
prevention  of  the  disease  and  those  concerned  with  its  cure  are  put 
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under  the  direction  of  the  epidemiologist  the  position  Mnll  never  be 
satisfactory. 

The  aged  constitute  another  problem  for  joint  solution  between 
those  responsible  for  their  care  when  well  and  for  those  who  are  con- 
cerned with  dealing  with  sickness. 

During  the  year  goods,  comprising  beds  and  bedding,  to  the 
value  of  £36  17s.  were  supplied  to  four  applicants  suffering  from 
tuberculosis.  The  financial  circumstances  in  all  four  cases  were  such 
that  no  monetary  recovery  could  be  made. 

8.  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 

The  control  of  infectious  diseases  is  dependant  on  many  factors 
of  which  prevention  is  the  ideal  to  be  aimed  at.  Reference  has  already 
been  made  in  this  respect  to  such  diseases  as  smallpox,  diphtheria  and 
tuberculosis.  If  the  best  use  is  to  be  made  of  hospital  beds  then  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  decide  whether  or  not  any  case  of 
infectious  disease  should  be  removed  to  hospital.  For  many  years 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurring  in  the  Burgh  were  not  removed  to 
hospital  except  in  very  exceptional  circumstances,  and  this  policy 
has  proved  to  be  sound.  On  the  other  hand  certain  cases  of  non- 
notifiable  infections  were  admitted  since  they  were  capable  of  spreading 
disease.  Tuberculosis  was  given  the  highest  priority  in  the  Burgh’s 
infectious  diseases  hospital.  This  hospital,  the  Victoria  Hospital, 
was  equally  concerned  in  diagnosis,  treatment  and  segregation  which 
are  the  remaining  factors  concerned  in  the  control  of  infectious  disease. 
The  real  value  of  this  service  is  only  now  being  appreciated  when  the 
hospital  has  ceased  to  act  as  an  infectious  diseases  unit  in  almost 
all  respects. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  notifications  of  Infectious 
Diseases  received  during  the  year  ; 


Nature  of  Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Not 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  

6 

6 



1 

Chickenpox 

172 

2 

170 

— 

Dysentery 

6 

4 

2 

— 

Erysipelas 

31 

3 

28 

— 

Jaundice,  acute  infective 

19 

4 

15 

2 

Malaria  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Measles  

626 

9 

617 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Pneumonia,  acute  primary  

88 

53 

35 

2 

Pneumonia,  acute  influenzal  

• 2 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis,  non  paralytic  

2 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

5 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

87 

9 

78 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

208 

6 

202 

— 

Gastro  Enteritis 

21 

21 

— 

3 

Parotitis  .. 

‘ 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  .. 

1,280 

128 

1,152 

9 
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Tuberculosis 

(1)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Sixty-three  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1949  as  compared  with  fifty-four  for  the  previous  j^ear. 


No.  of 
cases 

No. 

cases 

of  notified 
receiving 

No.  of 
deaths  of 

Total 

.Age  Period 

notified 

Sanatorium 

notified  cases 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Treatment 
M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  5 years  

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 2 

5 to  10  years  

— 

2 

— 



— 

— 



10  to  15  „ 

1 

1 



— 

1 

— 1 

15  to  25  „ . 

3 

14 

— 

11 

1 

2 

3 5 

25  to  35  ,, 

6 

4 

5 

3 

— 

— 

1 1 

35  to  45 

7 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 3 

45  to  65  ,, 

6 

6 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 3 

65  upwards 

3 

1 

9 

— 

1 

1 

1 2 

Totals 

29 

34 

14 

21 

6 

11 

12  17 

One  male,  aged  23  years,  and  two  females,  aged  12  and  42  years 
respectively,  were  cases  transferred  into  the  Burgh  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

Total  number  of  persons  seen  in  the  out-patient  department  689 
Total  number  of  attendances  in  the  out-patient  department  773 

(2)  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Thirteen  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1949,  as  compared  with  eight  for  the  previous  year. 


.Age  Period 

No.  of 
cases 
notified 

No.  of  notified 
cases  receiving 
Sanatorium 
Treatment 

No.  of 
deaths  of 
notified  cases 

Total 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5 years 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 to  10  years  

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

10  to  15  „ 



2 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

15  to  25  ,, 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  to  35  ,, 

— 

1 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  to  45  ,, 

45  to  65  „ 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

10 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

The  site  of  the 

disease 

was 

found 

to  be 

Spine 

Glands  of  Neck 
T.B.  Meningitis 
Lupus 


3 (Iw.  2/.) 

4 (Iw.  3/.) 

4 \\m.  3f.) 

2 (-W.  2/.) 
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Veneral  Diseases 

'I'he  following  table  summarises  the  work  of  the  Kirkcaldy 
Dispensary,  which  also  serves  East  Fife. 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other 

V.D. 

Other  than 
V.D. 

Total 

Burgh  Cases  

6 

25 

14 

35 

80 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Total  Attend’s. 

1417  910 

422  72 

357  24 

90  45 

2286  1051 

No.  of  admissions 
for  treatment 

8 — 

2 

3 - 



13  — 

Aggregate  num- 
ber of  in-patient 
days  

99  — 

28  — 

16  — 

, 

138  — 

Service  Clas- 
sified Accor- 
ding TO  Areas 

Home  areas  

14 

59 

41 

74 

188 

Other  Scottish 
Areas 

4 

2 

2 

— 

8 

Areas  outside 
Scotland 

7 

25 

7 

4 

43 

Totals 

25 

86 

50 

78 

239 

New  Cases — Age  in  Year  of  Admission  to  Register 


Under 

5 to  15 

15 

to  25 

25  to 

35 

35 

years 

5 

Years 

Years 

Years 

Years 

To 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

Syphilis 







3 

5 

11 

1 

5 



19  1 

Gonorrhoea 

— 





25 

3 

36 

3 

17 

2 

78  ;i 

Other  V.D 



_ 

__ 

14 

2 

19 

2 

13 

— 

46  V 

Other  than  V.D.  . 

3 

3 

— 5 

17 

9 

24 

3 

13 

2 

57  j 

Totals 

3 

3 

— 5 

59 

19 

90 

9 

48 

4 

200  « 

Examinations  of  Pathological  Material 


Specimens  examined  by  the  Staff  of  the 
Centre  

Specimens  from  persons  attending  the 
centre  which  were  sent  for  examination 
to  an  approved  laboratory 


Microscopical 


Serum  Tests  I C.S.  Fluid 


780 


25 


126 
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Victoria  Fever  Hospital  and  Sanatorium 

The  total  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  hospital  during  the 
year  was  309  ; 64  of  whom  were  tuberculosis  patients.  The  work 
of  the  hospital  is  summarised  in  the  following  table  : 


In 

Hospital 

-\dmitted 

Discharged 

Died 

In 

Hospital 

at 

31/12/48 

during  the 
Year 

Total 

during  the 
Year 

during 

Year 

at 

31/12/49 

I'ulniomiry  tuberculosis  . 

27 

37 

64 

27 

9 

28 

Scarlet  Fever 
Poliomyelitis 

— 

9 

9 

9 

— 

— 

(non-Paralytic) 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 



l*rimary  Pneumonia 

5 

47 

52 

44 

3 

5 

Bronchitis  

— 

13 

13 

10 

3 

t^uerperal  Pyre.\ia 

2 

5 

7 

6 

— 

1 

Meningitis  . . 

— 

7 

7 

4 

3 

r.B.  Meningitis  

— 

3 

3 

— 

2 

1 

N'ephritis 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Measles  . . 

— 

8 

8 

8 

— 

— 

icabies 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

'hickenpo.x 

1 

2 

3 

3 

— 

— ■ 

trysipelas 

— 

3 

3 

3 



— 

lastro  Enteritis 

2 

13 

13 

10 

3 

2 

iastritis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

)ysentery  ... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

'onsillitis  

— 

7 

7 

6 

— 

1 

IMaria 

. — . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

’leural  Effusion 

I 

2 

3 

3 

— 



nfective  Jaundice 

— 

4 

4 

2 

2 

— 

V'hooping  Cough  . 

— 

5 

5 

4 

— 

1 

ilicosis 

lon-Pulmonarv 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

— 

4 

4 

— 

2 

2 

asal  Pharyngitis 

— 

4 

4 

4 

— 

cute  Rheumatism 

— 

3 

3 

2 

— 

1 

litral  Stenosis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

ardiac  Condition 

— . 

11 

11 

5 

3 

3 

“ aemoptysis  (non  T.B.) 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

li  mmonia  Poisoning 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

^ eritonsillar  Abscess 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

ysteria 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— ■ 

— 

- ;ptic  Abortion  . . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

nusitis 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

sthma 

— . 

5 

5 

5 

— 

— 

j 1 enereal  Diseases 

— , 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

5 mgenital  Syphilis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

' jutc  ttnteritis 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

J pididymitis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

dJ  granulocytosis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

"7  incent’s  .\ngina 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ifoup  (Post  Measles) 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 



TJppendicitis  (Pneumonia! 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 labetic  Coma 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

T rebral  Symptoms 

■ — 

3 

3 

2 

1 

— 

. 1 iryngitis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

;itis  Media 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— . 

— 

irotitis 



1 

1 

1 





. ‘iter’s  Disease 



1 

1 

1 



_L_ 

^ teomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

20 


In 

Hospital 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

— nn 

Hospitj 
at  1 
31/12/^ 

at 

31/12/48 

during  the 
Year 

Total 

during  the 
Year 

during 

Year 

Chest  Investigation 



7 

7 

7 

— 

Ivmpyenia 

— 

3 

3 

3 

— 



Lupus  Vulgaris 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

, 

Pyelitis 

— 

4 

4 

4 

— 

— : 

Malignant  Lung  '1  umor  

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— ) 

Ouinsy 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Septic  Arthritis 

- — 

1 

1 

1 

— , 1 ■ 

.Anxiety  Neurosos 

— ■ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Fibrositis 

— 

1 

1 

1 



— 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

— 

3 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Conjunctivitis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— . 

Respiratory  Catarrh 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— . 

Malnutrition,  etc. 

— 

4 

4 

3 

— 

1 

Haematemises 

— 

3 

3 

2 

— 

1 

■ Hemiplegia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— . 

.■\naemia 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Observation 

— 

4 

4 

— 

1 

Totals  . 

39 

270 

309 

221 

38 

50 

9.  Mental  Health  Service 

Mental  deficiency  is  largely  a concern  of  the  School  Medical 
Service,  and  lunacy  that  of  the  local  authority  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948.  The  adjustment  of  minor  mental  illnesses  is 
not  less  important,  however,  and  in  this  respect  the  Burgh  relies  on 
the  services  of  the  visiting  psychiatrists  and  the  Child  Guidance 
Officer.  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Kirkcaldy  General  Hospital  and  at 
Broomlee  respectively  where  cases  are  regularly  referred. 


Mental  Defectives 

Children  (under  16  years) — at  ordinary  schools 

at  special  scliools 
at  no  school 
in  institutions 

.\.dults — under  private  guardianship 
(inc.  1 m.  1 f.  in  Abden  Home). 

in  institutions 


M. 

3 

4 

1 

4 

17 


F. 

4 

1 

4 

4 

3 

12 


Lunacy 


The  following  statistics  show  the  position  at 
Hospital  with  regard  to  Burgh  patients  : 

Number  chargeable  at  31/12/48 
Number  certified  insane  and  remo\'cd  to 
Fife  District  Mental  Hospital  during  1949 
Discharges  during  1949 
Deaths  during  1949 
Number  chargeable  at  31/12/49 


Fife  District  Mental 


M ales 

Females 

78 

T1 

10 

11 

1 

5 

8 

5 

79 

73 

•2[ 


10.  Nurseries  and  Child-Minders’  Regulations  Act,  1948 

No  premises  have  been  registered.  One  application  was  made, 
but  it  was  considered  that  the  time  spent  on  the  children  at  the  school 
was  not  a substantial  part  of  the  day  and  that  registration  was  not 
therefore  necessary.  At  the  same  time  these  premises  were  kept 
under  supervision. 

B.  School  Health  Service 

A full  report  on  the  Medical  Services  has  been  forwarded  for 
inclusion  in  the  main  report  of  the  Fife  Education  Authority.  A brief 
summary  relating  to  the  calendar  year  1949  is  given  herewith  : 

Boys  Girls  T otal 


269  260  529 

112  107  219 

— — 115 

340  315  655 

222  194  416 

266  324  590 

288  234  522 

16  32  48 

721  826  1,547 

21  35  56 


2,255  2,327  4,697 


Total  number  of  clinic  sessions  : 

[a)  General  clinics  ..  52 

{b)  Special  clinics — Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  1 (12  boys,  8 girls) 
Eye  5 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

Number  of  new  cases  1,434 

Total  Attendances  4,425 

Number  of  parents  present 115 


Number  of  parents  present 115 


Treatments  carried  out  by  Nurse 

New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

Ringpvorm  

6 

18 

Scabies 

15 

43 

Uncleanliness  or  neglect  .... 

2 

7 

Impetigo  Contagiosa 

65 

246 

Other  skin  conditions 

66 

269 

Otorrhoea 

43 

403 

Eye  Disease  (external) 

83 

180 

Other  cases  

330 

751 

Cuts  and  Bruises 

345 

866 

Septic  conditions  

438 

1,585 

Accidents 

9 

6 

Advisory  Cases 

32 

51 

Totals  

1,434 

4,425 

Number  of  parents  present  at  medical 
inspections  : 

(«)  With  entrant  infants 
{b)  With  others  (second  age  group) 
(c)  At  clinics 
Number  of  examinations  : 

Entrants 

Second  age  group 
Third  age  group 
Vision  testing  (6-7  years) 

Fourth  age  group 
Re-examinations 
Non-routines 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

Number  of  children  who  were  inspected  during  the  year  : 


Age 

(a) 

Systematic 

Examinations 

(&) 

Special  and 
Emergency  Cases 

(c) 

Total 

-5 

62 

1 

63 

5 .... 

509 

56 

565 

6 

501 

80 

581 

7 

486 

59 

545 

8 ... 

422 

71 

493 

9 

571 

81 

652 

10 

576 

66 

642 

11 

414 

51 

465 

12  .... 

65 

73 

138 

13  .... 

47 

68 

115 

14 

46 

54 

100 

15  .... 

16  .... 
17 

15 

4 

19 

— 

1 

1 

' 3,714 

665 

4,379 

Found  to  require  treatment 
Actually  treated  by  School  Dental 
Officers 

No  of  attendances  for  treatment 
Fillings  (a)  Permanent  teeth 
{b)  Temporary  teeth 
Extractions 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 
{b)  Temporary  teeth 
No.  of  administrations  of  a 
general  anaesthetic  for  extrac- 
tions . .. 

Other  operations 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 
{b)  Temporary  teeth 
Sessions  devoted  to  inspection 
Half  days  devoted  to  treatment 
Referred  for  X-ray 


Systematic 

Examina- 

tions 

Special  and 
Emergency 
Cases 

Total 

2,975 

665 

3,640 

1,684 

665 

2,349 

3,569 

1,285 

4,854 

1,518 

274 

1,792 

492 

37 

529 

303 

257 

560 

2,404 

628 

3,032 

— 

3 

3 

823 

504 

1,327 

563 

134 

697 

38 

— 

38 

592 

186 

778 

14 

14 

14,975 

4,638 

19,613 

Applications  were  received  for  boots  and  clothing,  as  under  : 


Boys 

Girls 

Clothing  and  boots 

52 

45 

Clothing  only 

6 

— 

Boots  only 

3 

2 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  Children  examined 

844 

865 

1,709 

Clean 

724 

597 

1,321 

Nits  or  head  vermin 

10 

75 

85 

Visions 

Routine 

280 

223 

503 

Non-routine 

21 

35 

56 

Re-examinations  

55 

25 

5o 

Referred  for  examination 

Routine 

21 

35 

56 

1,955 

1,855 

.3,810 

Twenty  children  of  school  age  were  accommodated  for  short 
periods  in  Children’s  Convalescent  Homes — 9 at  Humbie  (Seaforth 
Sanatorium  Trust),  11  at  the  S.L.S.S.C.C.  Home,  St.  Andrews. 


C.  Port  Health  Administration 

Kirkcaldy  is  not  a port  recognised  under  the  Convention  for 
Deratisation.  Thirty  ships  from  foreign  ports  entered  Kirkcaldy 
Harbour  during  1949  and  pratique  was  granted  in  all  cases. 

D.  Food  Supply 

As  is  shown  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  page  28. 

E.  Miscellaneous 

1.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

.-\bden  Home  continues  to  act  as  the  only  institution  under  the 
•\ct  for  the  reception  of  cases  under  Parts  I,  II  and  HI.  A certain 
number  of  hospital  cases  still  remain  in  Abden  Home  and  these  are 
attended  by  a \usiting  Medical  Officer  who  retains  his  appointment 
as  such  with  the  Town  Council. 


Part  III 

Part  11. 

Accommodation 

Accommodation 

Hospital 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M.  F.  Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Number  chargeable  at 

K. 

21 

10 

6 

7 

5 

31/12/48  

D. 

.Admitted  during  1949 

K. 

D. 

K. 

D. 

K. 

D. 

K. 

35 

13 

24 

15 

13 

52  5 2 

11 

6 

Discharges  during  1949 

14 

17 

52  4 2 

14 

4 

Deaths  during  1949 

5 

2 

— 

— — — 

4 

4 

Number  chargeable  at 

27 

9 

2 

1 ^ 

z 

3 

31/12/49 

D. 

9 

5 

— 

— — — 

— 

— 

K. — Kirkcaldy.  D. — Dunfermline. 
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Registration  and  inspection  of  disabled  or  old  persons’ 

homes  (section  37)  Nil 

Removals  (section  47)  Nil 

Care  of  property  (section  48)  Nil 

Burials  (section  50)  (Abden  Home)  3 

2.  Work  done  under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration 
(Scotland)  Act 

No  nursing  homes  proper  operate  in  the  Burgh,  exemption  being 
granted  to  Kirkcaldy  General  Hospital  and  the  Hunter  Hospital, 
now  the  property  of  the  South-Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
Scotland. 

3.  Health  Education 

Lectures  and  talks  are  a regular  feature  of  the  Burgh’s  clinic 
services.  In  addition,  officers  have  given  numerous  lectures  to  local 
associations  and  societies. 

4.  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

Under  Part  1 of  the  Act  the  undernoted  inspections  for  purposes 
of  provisions  as  to  health  were  made  : 


(1)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by  local  author- 
ities . 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  local 
authorities 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  local  authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  . 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  o 

f 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers  , 
Prosecuted  ' 

56 

248 

5 

12 

155 

4 

1 

2 

— 

309 

171 

3 

— 

r 

Cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

F'ound 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecutions 
were 

Instituted 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

F.  General  Sanitation 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  page  34. 

In  his  report,  Mr.  \\'alsh.  Slaughterhouse  Superintendent,  provides 
the  following  statistics  ; 

,\nim.\ls  Slaughtered,  Condemned,  Etc. 


Class  of  .\nimals 

Slaughtered  j Wholly 

j Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Weight  in 
Lbs. 

Weight  of 
Offals 
in  Lbs. 
Condemned 

Cattle 

3,060 

67 

60 

Carcases 

33,394 

Part 

Carcases 

6,382 

57,720 

Sheep 

17,584 

21 

42 

927 

and 

753 

2,217 

Pigs 

485 

3 

20 

633 

and 

391 

992 

Calves 

1,885 

18 

969 

445 

23,014 

109 

122 



43,449 

61,374 

I 
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Sanitary  Department, 

3 Wemyssfieli), 

KIRKCALDY,  June,  1950. 


To  the  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  ROYAL  BURGH  OF  KIRKCALDY. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  tire  Sanitary 
Department  of  this  Burgh  for  the  year  1949. 

HOUSING 


1.  General  Progress 

The  number  of  new  houses  completed  in  1949  totalled  217  compared 
with  242  in  the  previous  year.  Overcrowded  families  rehoused  num- 
bered 114,  which  includes  43  from  sub-let  rooms,  and  85  sub-let 
families  found  accommodation  in  the  decrowded  houses.  Decanting 
relieved  overcrowding  in  another  22  cases.  Five  families  were  trans- 
ferred to  new  accommodation  from  unfit  houses,  condemned  before 
the  war,  while  13  families  were  rehoused  from  other  Council  properties. 
Twenty  new  houses  were  let  to  persons  on  medical  grounds  and  for 
the  general  needs  of  the  community.  Sixty-five  new  houses  were 
occupied  by  incoming  miners’  families  in  schemes  at  Sauchenbush 
and  Dysart  where  new  houses  are  being  specially  built  for  these 
workers.  Since  post-war  building  commenced,  some  1,123  houses  have 
been  erected  and  occupied,  and  it  is  estimated  that  over  1 ,200  families 
have  thereby  found  suitable  alternative  accommodation. 

The  waiting  list  for  houses,  however,  kept  creeping  up  throughout 
the  year  and  finished  with  a total  of  3,191  applications,  being  an  increase 
of  247  over  the  corresponding  date  in  1948.  While  an  analysis  of  the 
applications  shows  that  some  1,400  are  from  families  at  present 
occupying  a house,  one  cannot  see  much  hope  of  a solution  to  the 
housing  shortage  when  the  new  applications  exceed  the  year’s  building 
output.  Not  only  so,  but  several  hundred  families  who  are  not  on  the 
waiting  list  continue  to  occupy  houses  which,  but  for  the  war,  would 
have  been  condemned  and  demolished.  Whilst  the  policy  of  housing 
those  in  greatest  need  continues  to  have  priority,  it  is  unfortunate 
that  houses  long  past  their  useful  life  should  need  to  be  kept  in  use, 
with  the  possible  risk  of  danger  to  the  health  of  the  occupants.  Many 
more  houses  will  have  to  be  produced  annually,  however,  before  a slum 
clearance  programme  can  be  attacked  with  vigour,  if  other  housing 
priorities  are  not  to  be  brought  to  a standstill  or  suffer  considerable 
reduction.  It  is  regrettable,  too,  that  present-day  high  costs  of 
maintenance  and  repair  to  many  tenemental  properties  is  producing 
marked  deterioration  of  the  buildings  which  will  ultimately  bring  them 
nearer  the  unfit  stage  at  a time  when  every  available  house  is  needed. 
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Owing  to  building  restrictions,  only  one  liouse  was  under  con- 
structicMi  by  a private  person.  Alterations  and  improvements  to 
existing  houses,  mainly  owner  occupied,  however,  kept  at  a steady 
pace  throughout  the  year,  and  some  30  plans  were  examined.  The 
improvements  comprised  introduction  of  bathrooms,  sculleries,  larders, 
water  closets  and  wash-houses,  and  the  provision  of  upstairs  bedrooms 
with  dormer  windows.  At  three  premises  which  had  been  used 
previously  for  offices  or  stores,  alterations  converted  them  into  houses 
with  modern  conveniences.  Two  cottar  houses  connected  with  a farm 
at  the  outskirts  of  the  Burgh  had  sculleries  improved,  bathrooms  and 
W.C.s  introduced,  and  modern  sanitation  provided. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
2.  Milk  Supply 

A further  improvement  in  tlie  milk  supply  took  place  during  the 
year  when  one  dairyman  upgraded  from  Tuberculin  Tested  to  Certified 
Milk  which  is  supplied  in  non-returnable  cartons  filled  and  sealed  at 
the  producer’s  modernised  premises  in  the  County.  Practically  all 
the  milk  sold  in  the  Burgh  is  of  pasteurised  or  graded  quality.  A 
pleasing  feature  to  report  is  the  number  of  new  retail  milk  vans  now 
replacing  worn-out  vehicles  : several  are  covered  in  or  roofed  over. 
Work  was  completed  early  in  the  year  at  the  S.C.W.S.  Creamery, 
Dysart,  when  the  new  H.T.S.T.  plant  went  into  operation.  The 
laboratory  at  these  premises  is  not  in  use  : samples  of  milk  are  sub- 
mitted by  the  Manager  to  the  Glasgow  headquarters  weekly.  The 
Kirkcaldy  and  District  Co-operative  Society  dairy  plant  laboratory- 
functioned  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  in  terms  of  the  Scottish 
Milk  Testing  Scheme.  Much  useful  information  has  been  obtained 
from  the  weekly  results  which  are  tabulated  in  this  office. 

Milk  cans  bringing  milk  into  the  pasteurising  plants  and  dairies 
are  regularly  inspected  for  cleanliness  and  repair  : while  the  majority 
were  found  to  be  in  good  condition,  it  was  found  necessary  to  notify  a 
number  of  farmers  about  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  some  of  the 
vessels.  Proper  dripping  of  cans  after  rinsing  and  before  return  to  the 
farmers  has  also  needed  attention  at  the  creameries.  As  an  experi- 
ment, eleven  milk  can  rinsings  using  Ringer’s  Solution,  were  taken  for 
analysis  from  a number  of  cans  as  soon  as  they  had  been  emptied  of 
milk  and  after  rinsing  with  ordinary  water.  The  searching  nature  of 
the  Ringer’s  solution  produced  one  very  high  bacterial  count  in  the 
rinsings,  and  B.  Coli  was  present  in  every  sample  : the  only  conclusion 
that  could  be  adduced  was  that  at  some  farms,  milk  cans  were  not 
being  cleansed  as  thoroughly  as  they  should.  A sample  of  Ringer’s 
Solution  used  in  the  above  experiment  proved  on  examination  to  be 
sterile.  While  the  long  warm  summer  caused  a few  complaints  to  be 
received  about  poor  keeping  quality  milk,  by  far  the  most  numerous 
complaints  referred  to  tainted  milk.  There  were  two  main  outbreaks, 
August  and  October,  when  two  separate  milk  supplies  from  T.T.  and 
certified  herds  gave  trouble.  Exhaustive  investigations  failed  to  find 
the  cause  and  the  taints  disappeared  in  the  same  way  as  they  had 
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arrived.  The  only  conclusion.s  reached  were  tliat  the  taints  started 
about  the  time  when  one  lieixl  was  put  on  clover  grazing  and  when 
the  other  herd  was  fed  on  sugar  beet  tops.  Dirty  milk  bottles  from 
one  dairy  farm  outwith  the  Burgh  was  found  to  be  linked  up  with  an 
insufficient  water  supply  of  very  doubtful  quality.  The  methods  of 
bottle  cleansing  were  improved,  and  a new  water  supply  was  introduced 
later  in  the  year. 

Seventy-two  in.spections  were  made  to  the  dairy  byres  in  the 
Burgh,  mainly  at  milking  time.  Four  farms  are  fitted  with  milking 
machines.  The  cleanliness  of  dairy  equipment  was  satisfactory. 

Exempted  dairy  premises,  mainly  at  smallholdings,  total  9 
housing  23  cows  : the  milk  produced  is  used  for  calf  rearing  and  for 
home  consumption.  Attested  cows  are  kept  at  two  non-registered 
holdings.  During  the  year,  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934. 

Details  of  dairy  premises  registered  and  licenced  in  1949  were  as 
follows  ; — 

(1)  Registrations  : Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914 

Number 


Dairy  byres  capable  of  housing  153  cows  7 

Milk  retailers  retailing  within  the  Burgh  19 

Retail  Shops  where  only  bottled  milk  is  sold  20 

Producers  and  wholesalers  who  do  not  sell  by  retail  5 

(2)  Licences  : Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 

Number 

Supplementary  licences  to  sell  Certified  Milk  1 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Certified  Milk  2 

Supplementary  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  1 
Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  6 

Producers  licenced  to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  4 
Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  2 

Pasteurisers’  licences  2 


3.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 

Samples  of  milk  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  were  as 
follows : — 

Did  not 


Number 

Conformed  Conform 

Certified  Milk 

19 

19  — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

72 

72  — 

Pasteurised  Milk 

34 

54  — 

145 

145  — 

One  sample  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  gave  a positive  reaction  fo 
the  Phosphatose  Test  showing  that  it  had  been  heat  treated.  The 
' explanation  by  the  milk  seller  was  that  pasteurised  milk  had  been 
1 accidentally  mixed  with  the  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  during  bottling. 
I The  Health  Committee  took  a serious  view  of  the  infringement,  and 
I the  milk  seller  was  reprimanded. 
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Twenty-one  samples  of  ordinary  sweet  milk  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  analysis  during  the  year.  Three  of  these  samples  were 
taken  on  delivery  from  County  farms  at  a pasteurising  plant  from 
milk  supplies  which  were  failing  the  Resazerin  Test  there.  B.  Coli 
in  1/1000  ml.  was  present  in  each  of  the  samples  and  bacterial  counts 
ranged  from  562,000  to  820,000.  In  the  other  sweet  milks,  the  bacterial 
counts  did  not  exceed  560,700,  and  two  samples  were  negative  for 
B.  Coli  in  1/10  ml.,  and  16  were  negative  for  B.  Coli  in  1/100  ml. 

4.  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928 

During  the  year,  a total  of  276  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  consisting  of  the  following  various  articles  : — 

Not 

Number  Conforming 


Sweet  Milk  166  — 

Ice  Cream  (48),  Wafer  Cones  (2)  50  — 

Whisky  7 1 

Rum  . 1 — 

Mince  . 3 1 

Sausages  4 — 

Smoke  Fish  Sausages  1 — 

Butter  3 — 

Margarine  3 — 

Cooking  Fat 2 — 

Tea  Seed  Oil  1 — 

Greasing  Emulsion  1 — 

Beer  . . 2 — 

Aerated  Waters  . . . 1 — 

Wine  1 — 

Baking  Powder  1 — 

Jam  Tart  (1),  Sugar  Biscuit  (1),  Iced  Cake 

(1)  3 - 

Chocolate  Cake  (1),  Swiss  Roll  (1)  2 — 

Canned  Jam  (1),  Scotch  Broth  (1),  Processed 

Peas  (1),  Pilchards  (1),  Meat  Paste  (1)  5 — 

Salad  Dressing  (1),  Tomato  Ketchup  (1)  2 — 

Pepper  (1),  Curry  Powder  (1),  Dessert 

Powder  (1)  3 — 

Camphorated  Oil  (1),  Gregory  Mixture  (1)  2 — 

Milk  Can  Rinsings  (11),  Ringer’s  Solution  (1)  12  — 


Totals  276  2 


Milk. — All  the  milk  samples  analysed  were  found  to  be  above  the 
milk  fat  and  milk  solids  standards.  The  following  shows  the  average 
quality  of  the  milk  supply  as  reported  by  the  Analyst  on  the  166 
samples.  This  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year. 


Water  87.40 

Total  Solids  12.60 


Fat 

Non-Fatty  Solids 


3.82 

8.78 


100.00 
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Mince  (3),  Sausages  (4). — One  sample  of  mince  contained  2v56 
jKirts  per  million  of  Sulphar  Dioxide  outwith  the  permitted  months. 
A warning  was  giv^en  after  the  butcher  had  given  an  explanation  of 
the  mistake,  and  an  assurance  that  precautions  would  be  taken  by 
him  to  ]:>revent  further  infringement. 

Whisky  (7),  Rum  (1). — The  rum  sample  and  six  of  the  whisky 
samples  were  reported  to  be  genuine.  One  sample  of  whisky  was 
found  to  have  been  adulterated  with  water  so  as  to  reduce  the  spirit 
more  than  350  under  proof,  namely,  40.5°  under  proof.  The  case  was 
taken  to  Court  and  a fine  of  £5  imposed. 

Ice  Cke.am  (48). — More  samples  of  ice  cream  were  analysed  than 
in  previous  years.  While  no  standard  is  fixed  for  this  commodity  at 
present,  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  results  obtained  were  a useful 
guide  to  the  quality  and  purity  of  the  production.  The  vendors  now 
take  a much  keener  interest  in  the  Analyst’s  report  on  their  product, 
and  in  the  few  cases  where  the  results  were  unsatisfactory,  active 
measures  were  taken  to  remedy  the  cause. 

The  following  figures  show  the  maximum,  minimum  and  average 
of  the  h'at  and  Bacterial  counts  of  the  samples  submitted  during 
the  year  : 

Maximum  Minimum  Average 

Fat  21.95%  2.02%  4.52% 

Bacterial  count  at  37°C.  1,045,000  100  65,617 

B.  Coli  was  absent  in  1/10  ml.  in  14  samples,  in  1/100  ml.  in  32 
samples  and  in  1/1000  ml.  in  1 sample,  while  B.  Coli  was  present  in 
1 1000  ml.  in  1 sample. 

Ice  Cream  Wafer  Cones  (2). — No.  1 cone  was  taken  from  a 
decorative  stand  on  the  counter  of  a retail  shop,  and  No.  2 cone  was 
taken  from  the  tin  box  in  which  the  cones  were  delivered  to  the  same 
shop  from  the  manufacturer.  The  bacteriological  examination  was 
made  to  find  if  contamination  resulted  from  exposure  of  the  cones  on 
the  counter.  The  results,  which  are  as  follows,  did  not  indicate  this  : — 

No.  1 No.  2 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  cone 

growing  on  Agar  at  37°C.  2,600  2,800 

Other  S.^mples. — The  jam  tart,  iced  cake,  sugar  biscuit  and 
chocolate  cake  were  taken  particularly  to  find  if  mineral  oil  was  used 
in  the  manufacture  : None  was  found.  The  smoked  fish  sausages, 

manufactured  locally,  were  found  to  comply  with  the  various  require- 
ments for  such  a food.  The  other  samples  submitted  call  for  no 
comment. 

Food  L.aws.— The  requirements  of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order, 
1946,  and  its  subsequent  amendments  continued  to  have  attention. 
The  labels  and  wrappers  of  all  local  ice-cream  manufacturers  producing 
pre-packed  ice  cream  were  checked  and  those  not  in  conformity  were 


over-printed  to  comply.  One  bottle  of  wine  was  purchased  to  check 
the  strength  against  that  shown  on  the  label : it  was  found  to  conform. 
There  were  no  seizures  of  food  during  the  year  in  terms  of  section  43 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1897  : under  section  33  of  the  same  Act, 
the  only  slaughterhouse  in  the  Burgh  is  owned  and  administered  by 
the  Corporation. 

No  administrative  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  the  Public 
Health  (Imported  h'ood)  Regulations. 

5.  Food  Premises 

Our  efforts  in  tlie  past  to  bring  about  a liiglier  appreciation  of 
hygiene  in  food  shops  and  premises  is  bearing  fruit.  The  public  and  the 
press  are  now  showing  more  than  a passing  interest  in  the  subject. 
Clean  wholesome  food,  free  from  contamination  of  any  kind,  manu- 
factured and  distributed  under  conditions  above  reproach  is  being 
found  to  have  a sales  value  apart  from  its  benefit  to  the  community. 
A new  outlook  is  developing  among  food  traders  and  shop  assistants 
in  their  responsible  work  of  prevention  of  illness  by  food  borne  infection; 
lectures  had  been  arranged  to  be  given  to  them  early  in  the  new  year 
in  conjunction  with  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education. 

Inspections  to  food  premises  number  617  in  1949.  Measures  to 
reduce  fly  nuisance  continued  to  have  attention,  and  a further  number 
of  traders  were  advised  to  instal  galvanised  covered  bins  for  refuse 
storage.  Beetle  control  in  bakehouses  was  maintained.  The  storage 
of  empty  fish  boxes  at  fresh  fish  and  fish  friers’  premises  awaiting 
removal  raised  several  complaints  which  were  justified.  In  the  warm 
weather  the  boxes  became  smelly  and  attractive  to  flies  where  box 
washing  had  not  been  satisfactorily  carried  out.  About  500  fish  boxes 
were  examined  at  these  inspections.  Several  fish  vendors  were  advised 
to  make  better  arrangements  for  the  regular  removal  of  accumulated 
fish  boxes.  Improvement  at  fish  friers’  premises  include  the  installation 
of  a number  of  gas  heated  modern  cooking  ranges  fitted  with  fume 
e.xtraction  plant  which  disperse  the  fumes  through  a high  shaft  at 
chimney  level.  Besides  making  for  much  cleaner  premises,  these 
modern  ranges  materially  reduce  the  objectionable  smell  usually 
associated  with  such  businesses,  especially  to  householders  residing 
above  the  premises. 

Food  shops,  of  a temporary  kind,  are  now  being  erected  in  some 
of  the  new  housing  areas.  Despite  limitation  of  expenditure,  the  shops 
are  well  equipped  and  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  tlie  business.  Self- 
service  shops  are  being  developed  extensively  by  one  large  firm  in  the 
town,  and  a gradual  conversion  of  all  their  branches  to  this  method  of 
trading  is  contemplated.  Pre-packing  of  most  of  the  goods  for  the 
self-service  shops  is  done  at  central  premises.  The  vehicles  used  for 
the  delivery  of  meat  from  the  Slaughterhouse  to  local  butchers  was 
the  subject  of  complaint  by  members  of  the  public,  particularly  the 
methods  of  carrying  offals  : the  matter  was  again  taken  up  with  the 
Transport  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  also  with  the  local 
haulier.  Arrangements  were  made  to  provide  covered  receptacles 
for  offals  to  be  carried  inside  the  vehicles  ; the  two  vehicles  themselves 
were  repainted. 


Local  legislation  is  in  draft  to  ensure  a greater  measure  of  control 
over  most  types  of  food  manufacturing  and  retail  premises  and  vehicles, 
not  at  present  covered  by  existing  laws. 

6.  Places  of  Public  Refreshment 

h'ifty-one  inspections  were  made  to  these  premises  ; three  certi- 
ficates of  registration  were  granted  in  respect  of  transfer  of  business. 
No  new  places  for  public  refreshment  were  opened  in  the  Burgh  during 
the  year.  There  are  43  premises  on  the  Register.  The  amended 
Byelaws  which  came  into  operation  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year 
worked  without  infringement.  The  earlier  and  later  closing  hours  for 
Sunday  allowed  in  the  Bylaws  has  removed  one  source  of  complaint 
from  the  shopkeepers  themselves,  in  these  days  of  Sunday  travel. 

7.  Unsound  Food 

The  following  is  a record  of  the  food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  year  : the  total  is  over  6,000  lbs.  less  than  in  the 
previous  year,  mainly  in  respect  of  canned  vegetables,  since  smaller 
quantities  of  salvaged  goods  are  now  reaching  wholesalers  from  the 
Ministry  of  Food.  The  largest  individual  condemnation  was  4,480  lbs. 
of  oat-flakes  returned  to  a local  mill  for  reconditioning  and  which 
could  not  be  processed  satisfactorily.  Wherever  possible,  the  con- 
demned food  is  used  for  animal  feeding.  The  756  lbs.  of  sugar,  which 
had  been  contaminated  by  cats  in  a warehouse,  was  returned  to  a 
sugar  factory  for  reprocessing. 


Lbs.  Ozs. 

Fresh  Fruit  165  — 

Canned  Fruit  693  13 

Canned  Vegetables  . . 1,155  15 

Fresh  Fish  633  8 

Canned  Fish  308  1 

Canned  Meat  297  15 

Canned  Meat  and  Vegetables  47  2 

Canned  Milk  832  14 

Canned  Soup  472  7 

Canned  Jam  396  — 

Oat  Flakes  4,480  — 

Sugar  . 756  — 

Miscellaneous  628  9 


Total  10,867  4 


8.  Ice  Cream  Premises 

The  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948,  continued  to  demand 
a lot  of  attention  throughout  the  year  and  draft  plans  were  submitted 
in  respect  of  most  premises  where  alterations  were  necessary.  In  six 
cases,  however,  mainly  where  only  small  quantities  of  ice  cream  had 
been  manufactured  in  the  past,  it  was  found  that  satisfactory  improve- 
ments could  not  be  carried  out  easily,  and  the  occupiers  were  advised 
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to  make  other  arrangements  for  a supply  of  ice  cream.  Altogether, 
241  visits  were  made  to  ice  cream  premises.  The  position  regarding 
registration  by  the  Local  .\iithority  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  as  under- 
noted : — 

Manufacturing  Premises  6 

Retail  Premises  24 

Retail  Vehicles  (Motor)  14 

Retail  Vehicles  (Horse)  6 

Retail  Vehicles  (Barrows,  etc.)  8 

Although  not  requiring  to  be  registered  in  terms  of  the  Regulations, 
it  is  known  that  at  least  21  shopkeepers  were  retailing  pre-wrapped  ice 
cream.  This  figure  will  likely  increase  considerably  in  the  future  since 
several  of  the  local  ice  cream  factories  intend  to  specialise  in  the 
manufacture  of  wrapped  ice  cream.  Alterations  were  in  course  of  being 
carried  out  at  ten  manufacturing  premises  still  to  be  registered.  In 
all  cases  of  reconstructed  premises,  the  most  modern  plant  has  been 
in.stalled. 


GENERAL  SANITATION 

9.  Nuisances  and  Sanitary  Defects 

During  the  year  306  complaints  were  received  from  members  of 
the  public  about  various  kinds  of  nuisances,  while  217  nuisances  and 
.sanitary  defects  were  discovered  by  the  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their 
duties.  The  abatement  of  nuisances  necessitated  2,623  inspections  and 
revisits.  Intimations  and  notices  served  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897,  and  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892, 
numbered  293  : no  Statutory  Notices  were  required. 

The  following  is  a record  of  the  Sanitary  improvements  completed 
in  1949  : — 


1.  Dirty  houses  and  premises  cleaned  3 

2.  Dirty  W.C.  apartments  cleansed  1 

3.  Dirty  stairs  and  passages  cleansed  16 

4.  Dirty  areas  and  courts  cleansed  6 

5.  Verminous  houses  sprayed  and  fumigated  9 

6.  Other  verminous  conditions  remedied  ..  19 

7.  Dampness  in  houses  abated  or  improved  . . 29 

8.  Defective  sinks  repaired  or  renewed  8 

9.  Defective  water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  20 

10.  Defective  rhones,  waste  pipes  repaired  21 

1 1 . Choked  sinks,  tubs  and  water  closets  cleared  7 

12.  Choked  drains  and  traps  cleared  46 

13.  Water  closets  introduced  2 

14.  Sinks  introduced  ..  1 

15.  Staircases  and  passages  limewashed  and  painted  196 

16.  Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  ■ 21 

17.  Accumulations  of  manure  removed  5 

18.  Miscellaneous  Nuisances  .100 


Total 
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'['he  drainage  arrangements  at  smallholdings  near  Gallatown 
belonging  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland  continued 
to  give  trouble,  due  possibly  to  subsidence  in  the  area.  A number  of 
small  septic  tanks  and  the  adjoining  soakways  were  choked  and  over- 
flowing. Because  of  the  unstable  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  further 
development  of  coalmining  in  the  area,  it  is  likely  that  the  holdings 
will  be  removed  to  another  district  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  years. 
As  a temporary  measure,  the  septic  tanks  were  cleaned  out  and  new 
soakways  are  to  be  provided.  There  was  a slight  reduction  in  the 
number  of  choked  drains  and  traps  found  at  properties  this  year, 
but  an  increase  in  the  number  of  choked  water-closets  occurred. 

Despite  the  warm  summer,  which  encouraged  all  forms  of  insect 
pests,  bug  infestation  continued  to  decline.  The  active  measures 
pursued  by  the  Department  in  the  past  years  to  eliminate  these 
unwelcome  visitors  has  justified  the  time  and  expense  involved.  It 
has  not  been  necessary  to  carry  out  secondary  spraying  at  new  houses 
occupied  by  families  transferred  from  bug  infested  property  during  the 
last  three  years.  Steps  to  discourage  house  fly  breeding  by  the  regular 
removal  of  manure  from  stables  and  piggeries  were  enforced  and 
Corporation  refuse  dumps  were  specially  treated  throughout  the  summer 
with  D.D.T.  sprays  and  powder  to  combat  the  fly  nuisance.  While 
there  is  a growing  appreciation  among  the  public  about  the  dirty 
disease-carrying  habits  of  the  house  fly,  much  greater  effort  is  needed 
on  the  part  of  householders  and  shopkeepers  generally  to  assist  with 
this  campaign,  especially  during  a long  warm  summer.  Woodworm 
in  timber  continues  to  be  a source  of  complaint.  Some  owners  of 
property  take  little  interest  in  the  damage  done  by  woodworms  ; 
others  take  active  measures  to  stop  the  infestation  when  it  becomes 
obvious.  Several  premises  were  known  to  have  been  treated  by  local 
joiners  for  this  trouble,  and  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Department 
is  always  available  for  treatment  purposes.  In  some  cases,  badly 
infested  timbers  had  to  be  renewed.  Where  woodworm  is  concerned, 
it  is  always  advisable  to  spray  surrounding  woodwork  with  a suitable 
insecticide  before  replacing  new  timber,  and  to  treat  the  new  woodwork 
as  well.  A vigilance  over  two  years  must  be  maintained  to  ensure 
freedom  from  further  infestation  and  furniture  in  the  rooms  affected 
should  be  carefully  watched. 

Notices  were  issued,  where  required,  for  the  whitewashing  or 
painting  of  common  closes  ; most  of  the  work  had  been  completed  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  Corporation  carries  out  the  limewashing  of 
common  lanes  and  passages  throughout  the  Burgh  annually.  The 
limewashing  of  stables,  piggeries,  byres  and  similar  premises  where 
animals  are  kept  was  also  well  attended. 

Repairs  to  property  is  dealt  with  under  the  nuisance  sections  of 
the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897.  As  stated  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1948,  statutory  proceedings  had  commenced  against  an 
owner  for  failing  to  remedy  nuisances  arising  from  structural  defects 
at  outside  water  closets,  wash-houses  and  coal-houses.  The  case  went 
to  proof  and  after  hearing  all  the  evidence,  the  Sheriff,  by  interlocutor, 
ordered  that  the  repairs  be  completed  within  one  month.  The  owner 
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complied  ; no  fine  was  imposed.  The  high  cost  of  repairs  to  property, 
however,  is  making  it  very  difficult  to  get  owners  to  do  other  than  the 
very  minimum  of  maintenance  to  tenement  houses  ; opportunity  is 
usually  taken  by  the  owner  to  dispose  of  the  block  or  house  should  a 
vacancy  arise.  Inadequate  repairs  over  a number  of  years  must 
shorten  the  life  of  some  properties  substantially,  and  thus  add  to  the 
housing  problems. 

When  the  Links  Market  makes  its  annual  ten-day  visit  bringing 
with  it  over  250  caravans  and  a travelling  population  of  nearly  1,200 
persons  into  our  midst,  the  problem  of  handling  such  an  influx  is  made 
easier  by  the  fact  that  water,  drainage  and  public  conveniences  are 
on  the  site  at  the  Esplanade,  and  that  daily  refuse  collections  operate 
throughout  the  showground  during  the  time  of  the  Fair.  It  is  the 
other  sites  used  for  camping  in  yards  and  open  spaces  which  cause 
concern  to  the  Department.  Little,  if  any  control  is  exercised  over  the 
campers  on  these  lands  by  the  ground  occupiers,  and  no  arrangements 
are  made  for  sanitation  of  any  kind.  The  condition  of  the  grounds 
depends  upon  the  campers  themselves.  A few  bring  or  erect  sanitary 
accommodation  and  dig  a hole  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  ; others  are 
not  so  particular.  The  summer  camping  at  Seafield  is  increasing, 
and  at  the  peak  months  of  July  and  August  about  200  persons  have 
stayed  on  the  site  during  the  last  two  seasons.  Some  of  the  drinking 
water  on  this  site  is  obtained  from  springs  arising  in  the  surrounding 
ground.  Private  legislation  is  being  promoted  to  give  the  Local 
Authority  byelaws  making  powers  to  control  camping  grounds. 

Among  the  large  number  of  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects 
remedied  throughout  the  year,  there  can  be  included  on  this  occasion 
improved  urinal  accommodation  at  a football  ground  to  remove  a 
complaint  which  was  recurring  periodically  due  to  increasing  attend- 
ances. A better  arrangement  was  also  made  at  Sinclairtown  Station 
sidings  to  reduce  smell  and  fly  nuisance  by  a speedier  handling  of 
wagons  of  bones  in  course  of  loading  by  a local  merchant.  A collector 
of  pig  food  was  warned  about  the  nuisance  being  caused  by  the  escape 
of  liquid  from  leaky  bins  on  to  the  street. 

10.  Rat  Destruction 

No  serious  infestation  of  rats  or  mice  was  discovered  or  reported 
throughout  the  year.  Altogether  313  premises,  including  farms, 
piggeries,  public  works,  hotels,  restaurants,  bakeries,  hospitals  and 
houses  were  visited  in  connection  with  these  undesirable  vermin. 
Evidence  of  rats  was  found  in  21  instances  and  mice  in  13  places.  A 
check-up  at  manholes  of  sewers  previously  known  to  harbour  rats 
proved  negative.  The  systematic  treatment  of  sewers  over  the  last 
few  years  has  greatly  reduced  infestation  of  rats  both  above  and 
below  the  ground. 

The  minor  infestation  of  rats  at  one  restaurant  continued  to  give 
trouble  between  long  spells  of  inactivity.  It  was  thought  the  rats 
must  travel  from  an  adjoining  property  without  showing  evidence  of 
their  presence  on  the  surface  there.  Drain  tests  reveal  defective 
drainage  at  this  property  which  was  thoroughly  overhauled  and  made 
good.  Only  one  rat  has  been  caught  at  the  restaurant  since  the 
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drainage  renewal  work  was  completed.  The  Corporation  refuse  dumps 
at  Gallatown  and  Balbarton  are  treated  regularly  by  an  experienced 
trapper.  The  year’s  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  resulted  in  a kill  of 
262  rats  and  195  mice.  As  has  been  the  practice  for  some  years,  a 
working  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the  officers  of  the  Pests 
Branch  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  this  work. 

11.  Water 

(a)  Domestic. — The  water  supply  was  maintained  without 
restriction  despite  the  very  dry  summer  and  autumn,  but  all  the 
reservoirs  were  low  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Only  one  complaint  was 
received  from  a householder  about  discoloration  and  the  presence 
of  small  insects  in  the  domestic  supply.  Flushing  of  the  main  service 
pipe  remedied  the  complaint  for  a sample  of  drinking  water  taken 
afterwards  from  the  house  concerned  was  reported  by  the  Analyst 
to  be  bacteriologically  good  and  free  from  suspended  matter.  A private 
water  supply  to  the  two  farms.  Bogie  Parks  and  Bogie  Mains,  just 
outside  the  Burgh  boundary  but  with  two  cottages  inside  the  Burgh 
caused  some  concern  when  samples  of  water  were  reported  by  the 
Public  Analyst  to  be  unfit  for  domestic  use.  After  a meeting  with  the 
County  officials,  it  was  agreed  to  run  a temporary  supply  from  the 
Burgh  mains  to  the  storage  tank  for  the  farms.  The  work  was  com- 
pleted in  a few  weeks  ; before  introducing  the  new  supply  the  farm 
storage  tank  was  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and  chlorinated.  When 
housing  development  advances,  it  will  be  possible  to  connect  these 
farms  direct  with  the  Burgh  mains. 

{b)  Swimming  Pool  Water. — Two  samples  of  water  were  taken 
from  a private  swimming  pool  to  find  if  the  purification  system 
functioned  satisfactorily  : both  samples  were  reported  to  be  bacteriolo- 
gically in  order. 

(c)  Paddling  Pool  Water. — Two  samples  of  water  were  drawn 
from  a burn  which  passes  through  a children’s  paddling  pool.  Both 
samples  were  found  to  be  most  unsatisfactory  when  analysed  ; arrange- 
ments were  made  to  bypass  the  pool  with  this  supply.  After  the 
paddling  pool  floor  is  repaired,  it  is  likely  that  the  water  level  will  be 
maintained  by  a supply  direct  from  the  Burgh  mains. 

12.  Factories 

There  are  a total  of  248  mechanical  factories  and  56  non-mechanical 
factories  on  the  Register.  Some  167  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
the  period  under  review,  mainly  regarding  cleanliness  and  the  con- 
ditions of  the  sanitary  accommodation.  Fifty-six  inspections  were 
made  to  bakehouses  in  connection  with  the  regular  limewashing  or 
painting  of  these  premises.  Two  notices  were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  about  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ; 
the  necessary  works  were  put  in  hand  by  the  owners.  During  the  year, 
plans  were  submitted  for  improvements  to  sanitary  accommodation 
at  14  factories,  for  alterations  to  factories  and  offices  attached,  at  20 
places,  and  for  3 new  factories. 


13.  Shops 

Several  new  shops  in  housing  areas  were  opened  during  the  year, 
and  the  number  of  shops  in  the  town  reached  a total  of  765.  .Seventeen 
shops  were  surveyed  in  terms  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  following  a 
change  of  tenancy,  and  283  visits  were  made  to  shops  in  respect  of  the 
c-xhibition  of  statutory  notices.  No  contraventions  were  discovered. 
A complaint  was  received  about  a shopkeeper  employing  a young  girl 
until  fairly  late  at  night.  When  it  was  discovered  the  girl  was  still 
at  school,  the  matter  was  passed  to  the  Education  Authority  who 
promptly  dealt  with  the  case.  Plans  were  submitted  during  the  year 
for  alterations,  improvements  and  enlarged  sanitary  accommodation 
at  17  shops. 

14.  Lodging  Houses 

The  Birrell  Street  Wynd  Lodging  House  is  worn  out,  and  tlie 
building  cannot  be  repaired  easily  or  satisfactorily.  The  owners  are 
anxious  that  the  premises  should  be  closed  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

An  agreement  was  reached  whereby  some  repairs  would  be  done 
to  keep  the  lodging  house  wind  and  watertight  until  such  times  as  the 
Council  could  consider  what  buildings  will  become  available  when 
centralisation  of  departments  takes  place.  A municipal  lodging  house 
may  have  to  be  considered.  The  only  other  lodging  house  in  the  town 
is  at  Mid  Street,  which  is  also  an  old  building.  Thirty  inspections 
were  made  to  the  two  houses  during  the  year.  On  several  occasions, 
the  condition  of  the  premises  and  the  bedding  fell  below  a reasonable 
standard  of  cleanliness  ; the  keepers  were  warned  and  some  improve- 
ment followed.  Most  of  the  lodgers  stay  permanently  at  the  lodging 
houses  ; some  are  old  age  pensioners.  There  was  an  average  of  35  men 
staying  in  Birrell  Street  Wynd  and  19  men  at  Mid  Street  during  the 
year. 

15.  Smoke,  Grit  and  Fumes 

Six  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  were  received  and  9 defects 
due  to  smoky  domestic  appliances  were  investigated.  Fifty-one 
observations  of  factories  and  works  chimneys  were  recorded  in  1949, 
and  1 1 inspections  of  boiler  plant  and  furnaces  carried  out.  In  4 cases, 
it  was  necessary  to  send  warning  letters  about  excessive  discharge  of 
smoke.  One  firm  proposes  to  carry  a steam  main  from  their  power 
plant  to  a large  canvas  factoiy  about  a quarter  of  a mile  away  and  to 
discontinue  the  boiler  plant  with  the  smoky  chimney  there.  .\ 
mechanical  stoker  was  installed  at  a small  workshop,  the  chimney  of 
which  had  been  a source  of  complaint  and  annoyance  to  adjoining 
householders  for  some  years.  The  results  had  such  a good  effect  that 
an  unsightly  chimney,  heightened  in  the  past  to  lessen  the  smoke 
nuisance,  was  restored  to  its  original  height  again. 

Efforts  were  made  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  h'uel  and 
Power  to  start  a training  class  in  Boiler  House  Practice  at  the  local 
Technical  School,  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  secure  the  services 
of  a suitably  trained  instructor  in  the  area.  Steps  are  being  taken 
to  remedy  this  by  training  a member  of  the  Sanitary  Staff  for  this  post. 
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The  new  Tully  gas  plant  recently  installed  at  the  Gas  Works 
caused  offence  by  both  grit  and  fumes  shortly  after  it  went  into  opera- 
tion ; while  some  slight  improvement  has  taken  place,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  a permanent  remedy  has  been  found.  A special  grit  arrestor 
is  under  consideration.  Fumes  from  the  cement  mixing  department 
of  a linoleum  factory  still  give  trouble  and  have  been  the  source  of 
several  complaints  by  members  of  the  public.  The  smell  and  irritating 
effects  are  usually  worst  during  close,  sultry  or  foggy  weather  with 
little  or  no  wind.  While  it  may  not  be  possible  to  eliminate  the  fumes 
completely  during  oil  processing,  it  is  understood  that  experimental 
plant  is  reaching  the  stage  when  an  improvement  can  be  anticipated. 

16.  Burial  Grounds 

The  main  burial  grounds  in  the  Burgh  are  owned  by  the  Town 
Council  under  the  supervision  of  the  Parks  Department,  and  they  are 
maintained  in  a most  satisfactory  condition.  Only  one  private  burying 
ground  attached  to  a church  is  used  to  any  extent.  The  other  five 
old  burying  grounds  are  seldom  used  now  except  to  those  with  right 
of  burial  there. 

Six  burials  were  undertaken  by  the  Department  of  those  without 
relatives  or  friends  willing  to  undertake  this  dutv.  The  sum  of  £69 
was  recovered  towards  the  cost  of  these  burials. 

17.  Rivers  Pollution 

The  East  Burn  continues  to  carry  a large  amount  of  waste  matter 
from  a Felt  Works,  and  a heavy  deposit  of  rag  fibre  can  be  seen  on  the 
burn  bed  when  the  water  runs  clear  at  the  week-ends.  While  the 
works  are  in  operation  throughout  the  week,  however,  the  burn  water 
has  a dirty  grey  cloudy  appearance.  The  alterations  and  improvements 
at  the  Felt  Works,  which  are  still  going  on,  have  so  far  failed  to  produce 
a better  quality  discharge.  Little  progress  has  been  made  regarding 
the  destruction  of  weeds  in  the  Tiel  Burn.  Private  legislation  is  being 
sought  to  deal  with  weeds  in  burns,  and  for  other  purposes  to  improve 
water  courses. 

18.  Schools,  Cinemas,  Public  Buildings,  Dance  Halls 

Twenty-two  inspections  were  made  to  schools,  mainly  in  con- 
nection with  cleanliness  and  sanitary  accommodation.  At  most 
schools  in  the  area  a floor  cleaning  compound  is  swept  over  the  floors 
regularly  in  place  of  floor  washing  periodically.  As  an  experiment, 
two  samples  of  floor  sweepings  were  submitted  for  analysis.  The 
results  showed  that  the  dust  was  remarkably  free  from  bacteria. 
Because  of  the  overcrowding  conditions  at  some  schools,  a number 
of  pupils  are  dispersed  daily  to  church  halls.  The  heating  system  was 
improved  at  one  infant  school,  which  also  remedied  a smoke  complaint 
from  the  boiler  plant.  The  trough  closets  at  one  school  were  replaced 
by  individual  W.C.s  of  modern  design.  Plans  for  a new  school  for  600 
pupils  in  a new  housing  area  were  submitted  before  the  end  of  the 
year ; work  is  likely  to  commence  early  in  1950.  Twenty-one 
inspections  were  made  to  cinemas,  dance  halls  and  similar  premises 
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mainly  in  connection  with  ventilation,  cleanliness  and  sanitary  accom- 
modation. Most  of  these  buildings  were  found  to  be  in  order.  One 
small  picture  house  remained  closed  for  improvements.  No  progress 
was  made  with  an  improvement  in  the  ventilation  of  one  large  picture 
house,  which  is  also  in  need  of  internal  re-decoration.  Improvements 
were  completed  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  two  dance  halls 
and  to  the  restaurant  attached  to  one  of  these  buildings.  Additional 
sanitary  accommodation  for  staff  at  the  Ice  Rink  has  been  provided, 
and  the  alterations  and  additions  going  on  at  the  Boys’  Brigade  Hall 
include  new  sanitary  conveniences. 

19.  Offices 

Although  it  was  not  found  possible  to  extend  the  survey  of  office 
premises  to  any  extent  this  year  to  determine  the  adequacy  or  other- 
wise of  sanitary  accommodation,  some  progress  has  been  made.  In  a 
few  instances,  plans  have  been  approved  for  additional  toilets.  There 
is  a definite  need  for  more  office  accommodation  in  the  Burgh.  Several 
firms,  attracted  by  the  growing  development  of  the  area,  are  anxious 
to  establish  branches  in  the  town. 

20.  Public  Cleansing 

The  Cleansing  Service  continued  to  play  its  part  in  the  health 
and  wellbeing  of  the  community,  but  it  has  to  be  reported  that 
on  several  occasions,  towards  the  close  of  the  year,  the  work  was  carried 
out  with  difficulty  owing  to  resignations  and  illness  among  the  staff. 
Delivery  of  two  more  Lewin  compressing  refuse  collectors  brought  the 
fleet  of  this  make  up  to  five.  Although  not  entirely  dustless  in 
operation,  dust  nuisance  during  loading  is  reduced  to  a minimum, 
and  there  is  no  need  to  trim  the  load  afterwards.  The  general  use  of 
covered  bins  would  improve  the  refuse  collection  services  tremendously. 

One  side  loading  refuse  collector  went  off  the  road  and  only  four 
side  loaders  remain  in  use,  one  being  employed  on  shop  refuse  collection. 
To  improve  the  latter  service,  a proposal  has  been  approved  to  provide 
a van  type  body  for  this  vehicle.  With  the  completion  of  new  houses 
at  several  schemes,  extensions  of  the  collection  service  continued 
throughout  the  year.  It  is  becoming  apparent  that  in  addition  to 
replacing  aged  vehicles,  extra  vehicles  will  soon  be  needed  to  cope 
with  the  expanding  Burgh.  Refuse  collection  is  worked  on  a twice 
weekly  basis  in  the  new  housing  areas  ; a thrice  weekly  service  functions 
in  the  main  parts  of  the  town.  Complaints  by  the  public  were  few 
throughout  the  year  ; some  referred  to  non-collection  of  refuse,  especially 
excessive  quantities  of  garden  refuse. 

The  Street  Cleansing  services  generally  functioned  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year,  but  here  again,  staff  shortages  sometimes  pre- 
vented the  usual  high  standard  of  efficiency  being  maintained.  The 
fact,  too,  that  more  litter  seemed  to  be  about  did  not  lessen  our 
responsibilities.  Wrapped  ice  cream  and  a more  plentiful  supply  of 
paper  bags  for  other  fruits  and  foods  will  be  a mixed  blessing  if  many 
of  these  containers  are  to  be  carelessly  thrown  into  the  street  channels. 
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Extra  litter  bins  liave  been  erected  at  strategic  points.  Nineteen 
employees  are  engaged  continuously  on  street  cleansing  equipped 
with  modern  orderly  barrows  and  a number  of  part-time  sweepers  are 
added  each  afternoon.  A motor-sprinkler-sweeper-collector  works 
in  the  main  parts  of  the  town  in  the  forenoons  and  covers  outlying 
housing  areas  each  afternoon.  The  mechanical  gully  emptier  has 
given  good  service  since  it  arrived  at  the  end  of  1947  ; all  gullies 
throughout  the  Burgh  are  cleansed,  flushed  and  refilled  with  clean 
water  at  from  6 to  8 weekly  periods.  There  have  been  no  complaints 
of  smells  from  gullies  since  this  vehicle  was  added  to  the  motor  fleet. 

Refuse  disposal  goes  on  by  tipping  at  Balbarton  and  Gallatown 
Quarry,  the  former  taking  the  refuse  from  a population  of  about 
26,000  and  the  latter  from  a population  of  about  24,000.  It  was 
estimated  that  some  17,000  tons  of  domestic  refuse  and  street  sweepings 
were  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  two  disposal  points. 
Refuse  is  of  a heavy  type  in  Kirkcaldy,  due  partly  to  the  mining 
community  in  our  midst,  and  to  the  large  amount  of  sea  coal  used  by 
a section  of  the  community.  Garden  refuse  continues  to  create  a 
problem,  both  for  collection  and  disposal.  Negotiations  were  com- 
pleted for  the  acquisition  of  about  5 acres  of  land  adjoining  Gallatown 
Quarry  to  be  used  in  the  development  of  a Sports  Stadium.  This  will 
also  extend  the  life  of  the  quarry  for  tipping  purposes.  Looking  ahead, 
however,  another  site  will  be  required  within  the  next  few  years  to  take 
the  refuse  from  the  growing  areas  of  the  Third  Ward  and  Dysart  ; 
investigations  are  proceeding. 

In  common  with  other  towns,  salvage  collections  tended  to  drop 
a little  during  the  year,  but  as  markets  continued  to  be  found  for  waste 
paper,  scrap,  and  baled  tins,  and  most  of  the  other  raw  materials 
suitable  for  being  used  again  in  industry,  every  effort  was  made  to 
keep  up  the  collection.  Kirkcaldy  was  fortunate  in  not  being  affected 
by  the  loss  of  waste  paper  markets  or  a serious  drop  in  prices  which 
concerned  other  towns  during  the  summer. 

Public  conveniences  are  needed  in  several  parts  of  the  town. 
In  view  of  present  day  building  restrictions,  a programme  of  priority 
has  been  drawn  up.  First  on  the  list  is  a Ladies’  and  Gents’  Con- 
venience in  Hill  Street  near  to  central  High  Street  in  place  of  the 
convenience  demolished  before  the  war  for  an  extension  of  shop 
premises.  Renovations  are  also  proposed  for  the  East  High  Street 
conveniences  and  at  Gallatown  terminus.  New  convenience  signs, 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Transport,  have  been  erected 
at  various  parts  of  the  High  Street  to  direct  the  public  to  the  Esplanade 
conveniences,  which  are  now  much  used  by  visitors  and  ’bus  parties. 
Paper  towels  have  been  introduced  to  the  main  ladies’  conveniences 
throughout  the  town  and  parcel  racks  have  also  been  fitted  in  the 
\^’.C.  cubicles.  It  is  regrettable  to  report  that  a considerable  amount 
of  malicious  damage  occurs  at  public  conveniences. 

The  total  cost  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Services,  which  include  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  salvage,  street  cleansing,  emptying 
gullies,  public  conveniences,  and  destroying  objectionable  matter  in 
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the  furnace  for  the  year  ended  15th  May,  1949,  after  deducting  income 
of  £4,657  was  £27,034  equal  to  a net  cost  of  11/1  per  head  of  the 
population. 

21.  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Acts  and  Orders 

Visits  to  shopkeepers  who  sell  Part  II  poisons  did  not  reveal  any 
infringements.  The  sale  of  disinfectants  from  small  shops  of  a kind 
only  allowed  to  be  handled  by  listed  sellers  was  found  to  have  been 
discontinued  : the  co-operation  of  wholesale  suppliers  in  this  connection 
has  been  most  helpful.  No  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  this 
year.  There  were  37  shopkeepers  on  the  Council’s  list  of  authorised 
sellers  of  Part  II  poisons. 

22.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

One  sample  of  feeding  stuffs  and  three  samples  of  fertilisers  were 
.submitted  for  analysis  and  the  results  compared  with  the  Statutory 
Statement  or  guarantee  given.  One  sample  of  fertiliser  conformed  to 
the  guarantee  in  every  respect,  but  the  other  two  fertiliser  samples 
and  the  feeding  stuffs  samples  showed  slight  variations  in  one  or  more 
constituents.  The  sellers  were  informed  of  the  results.  The  materials 
examined  were  meat  and  bone  meal,  dried  blood,  steamed  bone  meal 
and  National  Growmore  Fertiliser. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PAGE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


